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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINZ SHUM SSCE, HU 

SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS DEBATE ON HUNGARIAN TELEVISION 

1 . HUNGARIAN TELEVISION BORADCAST ANOTHER OF ITS INTER- 
NATIONAL DISCUSSIONS ON MAJOR ISSUES JULY 8. THIS TIME THE 
TOPIC WAS HUMAN RIGHTS AND EOR THE FIRST TIME THE APNEL WAS 
CONSIDERABLEY OUT OF BALANCE. 

2. JANOS HAJDU, JOURNALIST FROM NEPSZABADSAG AND TV COM- 
MENTATOR, CHAIRED THE DISCUSSION. EWART GUINIER, PROFESSOR 
OF POLITICS AND TRADE UNION AFFAIRS AT HARVARD IFIVERSITY, 
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GARTH STRACHAN, SOUTH AFRICAN REPRESENTATIVE OF THE AFRICAN 
NATIONAL CONGRESS, JEAN SCHWOEBEL FROM LE MONDE, 

PIERO PIERALLI, MEMBER OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF 
THE PCI AND OF THE ITALIAN SENATE, AND IVAN BOLDIZSAR, 

EDITOR OE THE NEW HUNGARIAN QUARTERLY, WERE PANEL 
MEMBERS. EXTENSIVE EXCERPTS WERE REPORTED BY EBIS. 
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2. DURING THE COURSE OF THE DISCUSSION IT BECAME 
APPARENT THAT THE HUNGARIANS WISHED TO ACCOMPLISH TWO 
GOALS: ONE, TO POINT OUT THAT WESTERN CRITICISM OE EE 
COMMUNIST COUNTRIES IN THE REALM OE HUMAN RIGHTS WAS 
ONE-SIDED AND UNFAIR, SINCE MUCH STILL HAD TO BE DONE 
BY THE WESTERN COUNTRIES THEMSELVES: AND, TWO, TO WARD 
OEF EURTHER CRITICISM BECAUSE THAT CRITICISM MIGHT, 
ACCORDING TO HAJDU, "RESTRICT AND HINDER EVEN THE 
POSSIBILITY OP THE TOLERANCE AND DEVELOPMENT WHICH WE, 

IN THE SOCIALIST COUNTRIES NEED EVERYWHERE." CON- 
TINUED. "... IF WE ARE ATTACKED FROM OUTSIDE AND PORCED INTO 
A DEPENSIVE POSITION ALL THE TIME THEN WE ARE BACK IN 
THE YEARS OP THE COLD WAR WHEN IT IS MUCH EASIER TO 
SAY DISCIPLINE MUST COME PIRST AND TOLERANCE ONLY 
APTERWARDS." 

4. THE PARTICIPANTS WERE CLEARLY SELECTED IN THEL 
EXPECTATION THAT THEY, WHILE APPEARING TO REPRESENT A 
CROSS SECTION OP WORLD OPINION, WOULD SUPPORT COMMUNIST 
VIEWS. EVEN SCHWOEBEL, WHO WAS THE ONLY ONE BALANCED 
IN HIS VIEW OP HUMAN RIGHTS, BENT OVER BACKWARDS NOT 

TO ANNOY HIS HUNGARIAN HOSTS. GUINIER SAID THAT 
HE DID NOT THINK THAT THERE HAD BEENNCECISIVE NPANGES 
IN THE LIVES OP AMERICAN BLACKS SINCE HE FIRST WENT 
TO HARVARD IN 1929. HE STATED THAT IT WAS "INAPPROPRIATE 
POR THE U.S. TO EXPLAIN TO OTHER PEOPLE AND OTHER 
LIMITED OPPICIAL USE 

LIMITED OPPICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 BUDAPE 02313 I3I354Z 

COUNTRIES WHAT HUMAN RIGHTS ARE WHEN EVEN THE RUDIMENTS 
OP HUMAN RIGHTS ARE LACKING IN THE U.S." AT TIMES 
PIERALLI POUND HIMSLEF MILDLY DEPENDING THE WEST FOR 
CRITICIZING "SOCIALIST COUNTRIES", BECAUSE "THE DEBATE 
ON HUMAN RIGHTS WILL T RAD TO POSITIVE RESULTS..." HE 
CONTINUED, "IN THE WESTERN COUNTRIES IN WHICH CRITICISM, 
WHICH IS JUSTIPIED TO A CERTAIN EXTENT, HAS RECENTLY BEEN 
VOICED REGARDING THE SOVIALIST COUNTRIES POR RESTRICTING 
THE PREE EXPRESSION OP IDEAS, THERE IS ALSO A CERTAIN 
PROCESS OP SELP-CRITICISM, EVEN AT THE GOVERNMENTAL LEVEL." 
STRACHAN CONCERNED HIMSLEP PRINCIPALLY WITH WESTERN 
COUNTRIES' RECOGNITION OF SOUTH AFRICA AND HOW THOSE 
COUNTRIES THAT NOW "RAISE THE PROBLEM OF HUMAN RIGHTS ' 
COULD JUSTIFY RECOGNITION OP A GOVERNMENT ADVOCATING 
APARTHEIT. BOLDIZSAR'S MAIN CONCERN WAS THAT THE 
WESTERN PRESS ONLY PRINTS ENGATIVE DEVELOPMENTS IN COM- 
MUNIST COUNTRIES. 

5. ALTHOUGH THIS TV DISCUSSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS WAS 
PAR PROM BALANCED, THE VERY PACT THAT IT WAS BROADCAST 
ISBP SIGNIFICANCE. IT ALLOWED HUNGARIANS TO HEAR, 

ON THEIR WON NATIONAL TELEVISION, AT LEAST A PORTION 
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OF THE WESTERN VIEW ON THIS ISSUE, AND IT ALSO PRE- 
SENTED THE HUNGARIAN VIEWER WITH THE SOMEWHAT PUZZLING 
DEVELOPMENT OF A MEMBER OF A FRATERNAL COMMUNIST PARTY 
DEFENDING THE WEST FOR RAISING THE HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE, 

WHICH CONFIRMED EVEN TO THE CASUAL VIEWS THAT WITHIN 
THE COMMUNIST WORLD THERE IS NO ONE MONOLITIHIC VIEW ON 
THIS ISSUE. 

MUDD 
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